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Where is it?
Almost 

overhead
tonight at 
10.00 p.m.

N



Messier
Open Clusters

Caldwell
Open Clusters

Double 
Stars

Triple Star

Variable 
Star



Messier Objects in Cassiopeia

M52 M103

Distance 5000 light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 7.3 

Apparent Dimension 13.0 arc minutes
Discovered 1774 by Charles Messier

Distance 8500 light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 7.4 

Apparent Dimension 6.0 arc minutes
Discovered 1781 by Pierre Méchain
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• Finding North

– Cassiopeia is 
circumpolar, so will 
always be above the 
horizon



Using Cassiopeia

• Finding North

– Cassiopeia is 
circumpolar, so will 
always be above the 
horizon

– If Ursa Major & Minor 
are obscured by 
clouds then you can 
make a rough 
judgement using 
Cassiopeia

About the same 
distance



Using Cassiopeia

– You can find your way 
to the Andromeda 
Galaxy (M31) using 
Cassiopeia



Using Cassiopeia

– You can find your way 
to the Andromeda 
Galaxy (M31) using 
Cassiopeia

– And also to the Double 
Cluster in Perseus
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