
Have you 
recognised  
it yet?

May’s Suggested 
Constellation - but which one?



That’s right - Leo

May’s Suggested 
Constellation - but which one?



May’s Suggested 
Constellation



Where is it?

As at about 
10.00 p.m. 

tonight



How did Messier 
miss this one?
Another nice 
spiral galaxy

Caldwell Object:
NGC 3626

spiral galaxy
Double Star

Mag -0.7 & 7.7

Variable Star
Mag 4.4 → 11.3

Messier Objects:
M65 & M66 

both spiral galaxies

A red dwarf, but one of 
Sol’s nearest neighbours

Mag 13.5 : 7.75 ly 

Messier Objects:
M95 & M96 

both spiral galaxies
M105 – elliptical galaxy
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Double Star
Mag -0.7 & 7.7

Variable Star
Mag 4.4 → 11.3

Double Star
Mag 2.2 & 3.5

Double Star
Mag -0.7 & 7.7



Messier Objects in Leo

Distance 24 million light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 9.3
Apparent Dimension 9 arc minutes
Discovered 1780 Pierre Méchain

M65 (NGC 3623) 
Spiral Galaxy

M66 (NGC 3627)
Spiral Galaxy

Distance 21.5 million light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 8.1
Apparent Dimension 9 arc minutes
Discovered 1780 Pierre Méchain



The 'Leo Triplet'

NGC6328

M66

M65
These two Messier galaxies, together with 

a nearby NGC galaxy (and how did Messier 
miss that?) form a nice grouping, beloved 

by amateur astronomers and known as the 
Leo Triplet.



Messier Objects in Leo (contd)

M95 (NGC3351)  
Barred Spiral Galaxy

M96 (NGC3368) 
Spiral Galaxy

M105 (NGC3379) 
Elliptical Galaxy

Distance 26.5 million light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 9.7
Apparent Dimension  7 arc mins
Discovered 1781 Pierre Méchain

Distance 26.5 million light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 9.2
Apparent Dimension 7 arc mins
Discovered 1781 Pierre Méchain

Distance 26 million light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 9.3
Apparent Dimension 5 arc minutes
Discovered 1781 Pierre Méchain



Caldwell Object in Leo

C40 (NGC3626) Lenticular Galaxy

Distance 86 million light years
Visual Brightness Magnitude 11
Apparent Dimension 3 arc minutes
Discovered 1784 William Herschel


