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NASA Announces Two Venus Missions
• DAVINCI+

‒ ‘Deep Atmosphere Venus Investigation 
of Noble gases, Chemistry, and Imaging’

‒ A ‘descent sphere’ will plunge through 
atmosphere measuring its composition

‒ it will also return high-res images of
‘tesserae’ which might be akin to 
continents, experiencing plate tectonics

• VERITAS  
‒ ‘Venus Emissivity, Radio science, InSAR, Topography, and 

Spectroscopy’
‒ This is an orbiter which will use synthetic aperture radar to map the 

surface and to chart elevations to determine whether plate tectonics 
and volcanism are still active

‒ It will also use infra-red imaging to identify the types of rock that 
comprise the surface and also to detect whether water vapour is 
being released into the atmosphere by active volcanoes.

• Both expected to launch 2028-2030

Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech







What's Up!
For July 2021 





Sun & Moon in July

• Third Quarter  1st

• New Moon 10th

• First Quarter 17th

• Full Moon 24th

Sun Moon

1st Rise 04.50 00.55

Set 21.21 12.38

15th Rise 05.03 10.59

Set 21.11 00.02*

31st Rise 05.25 23.58 

Set 20.50 15.01*

All times are BST           * following day



The Planets in July

Mercury  
Mercury is an morning object all month, low in NE, rising about 
1 hr before the Sun at the start of the month but about 30 mins 
by the end.  It starts the month shining at mag 1, but brightens 
to a max of -0.6 on 27th.
 

Venus
Venus is an evening object, shining at mag -3.9 in WNW setting 
1½ hrs after the Sun at start, reducing to 1hr 10 mins at month 
end.

Mars
Close to the twilight but visible as an evening object at mag 
+1.8 low in WNW



The Planets in July
Jupiter
Rising in the ESE a little before midnight on the 1st but before 
10pm by month end.  Bright at mag -2.7 and peaking at 25o 
high, Jupiter will be splendid in the Summer & Autumn skies.  

Saturn
Saturn is still a morning object, low in the South, at mag +0.4
rising about an hour before Jupiter

Uranus 
Lost in the morning twilight at the start of the month but 
becomes visible  in the East by month end.

Neptune
Becomes visible in the SSE in the early hours by the end of 
the month.
  





Meetings at Local Societies

• Given the current Covid-19 situation, all physical 
meetings at our local astronomical societies have 
been cancelled until further notice, some continue 
via Zoom for paid-up members.

• You might like however to see their websites for 
items of interest:
– Guildford AS          http://www.guildfordas.org/

– Farnham AS          https://www.farnham-as.co.uk/

– Croydon AS          http://www.croydonastro.org.uk/

– Ewell AS          https://ewellastronomy.org/

– Walton AG          http://www.waltonastrogroup.co.uk/









Astronomy on TV

The Sky at Night
 “ET and the BBC” 

Could we be the only planet in the Universe to support 
life, or might there be some other form of life - be it 
extra-terrestrial sentience or micro organisms and 
bacteria - to be found even within our own Galaxy?  In 
this one hour special Maggie and Chris delve into the 
archives and take a look at how the BBC has reported 
the search for life in the Universe over six decades.

      Sunday  11th  July   BBC 4, 10.00 pm
      Thursday  15th  July   BBC 4, 7.30 pm

  




